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The International Pharmaceutical Federation appreciates the 

opportunity to speak on behalf of the World Medical 

Association, the International Council of Nurses, the World 

Confederation for Physical Therapy and the World Dental 

Federation, which together form the World Health Professions 

Alliance (WHPA). The Alliance represents the collective views of 

more than twenty six million health professionals, through 

national associations in more than one hundred and thirty 

countries. 

Today I speak on behalf of the world’s health professionals, 

who are deeply concerned by the relative inaction on this 

serious public health threat; WHPA urges WHO Member States 

to consider the following: 

In countries with a high burden of communicable diseases such 

as malaria, tuberculosis and HIV/AIDS, falsified medical 

products have already led to drug-resistant forms, which 

currently are starting to reverse all gains that have been 

achieved in fighting these diseases.   

One obvious example is in our anti-malarials.  Successes from 

the use of artemisinin combination therapies have reduced 

malaria-related child mortality in half in parts of 

Africa.  However falsified artemisinin medicines with lower 

than prophylactic dosages are now creating resistance and 

turning the tide against the children of African or at the 



Cambodian/Thai border region. This dire state has been made 

worse by weak health systems and the global shortages of 

health care professionals.    

In sub-Saharan Africa, parts of Asia and South America, people 

are also at risk from medicines that may have been accidentally 

adulterated, produced to a poor standard and/or degraded by 

inappropriate storage. Such problems should not be ignored. 

But neither should they be confused with deliberate 

falsification. 

Finally, it has been 4 years since the first resolution on this 

issue had been tabled by Nigeria. Together with many other 

concerned NGOs and civil society groups in this room; the 

WHPA has been reiterating these public health key messages at 

every Executive Board and World Health Assemblies. The hard 

truth is, not much has been really achieved since two 

thousands and eight.  

Medicines falsification is a worldwide threat to public health 

and demands sustained, coordinated international action. 

Today, Member States have another chance to resolve 

fundamental differences of opinions on the definition of 

falsified medicines and perhaps take the next bold step of 

agreeing on a Decision or Resolution to plainly send the right 

message to patients around the world that we can come 

together to start collaborating on a worthy cause of saving 

lives. Failure to act to prevent falsification of essential 

medicines would be a fundamental breach of the trust patients 

place in public health structures. Let this not be another year of 

profiting for real counterfeiters around the world.  

Thank you once again for your attention.  


